8                  THE BRITISH COLONIAL EMPIRE
Africa, Malaya and Borneo, already witness. Our great care
must-^e, despite clamour in certain quarters and amongst
*the more vocal but scarcely typical elements in some Colonies,
not to force the pace beyond that which, in the true interests
of the Colonial peoples themselves, will enable them to evolve
their own best political pattern and to stand securely on their
own feet in the conditions of the modern world.
In the relatively brief interval since this book was first
published, it has gone completely out of print, and as it is
still the only account of its kind available, it was felt desirable,
in view of the growing importance of the subject, that it
should be brought up to date and re-issued without delay.
Under the difficult conditions which obtain in publishing
at the present time, it has not been possible to undertake
extensive textual revision, but the principal changes and
developments have been noted in the body of the work, and
a brief epilogue has been appended in which the putstanding
events of the past few years are summarized. The opportunity
has also been taken to make one or two obvious corrections,
to add a few important recent books to the bibliography, and
to indicate one or two changes in the Chart of Colonial
administration. The author will welcome comments, cor-
rections or suggestions from any of his readers with a view
to a future edition, and as he is constantly lecturing on
Colonial topics, will especially be glad to learn whether it
is found useful in schools or colleges.
It is important that, not only our own people throughout
the Commonwealth but also the people of the United States,
should know the facts about the Colonial Empire and about
British Colonial policy, and the author will feel fully rewarded
if this book can contribute in some small measure to the
dissemination of such knowledge.
KEW GARDENS, SURREY.
July, 1947.